[Bronchoalveolar lavage in diagnosis of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease].
In addition to understanding the pathophysiology, bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) and bronchial lavage (BL) are used for the diagnosis of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Abundant neutrophils and mononuclear cells (lymphocytes) with a few of eosinophils are observed in BAL or BL fluids from chronic bronchitis patients, while abundant neutrophils and macrophages are seen in BAL fluids from emphysema patients. COPD patients combined with bronchial asthma show an increase in eosinophil number in BAL or BL fluid. In BAL fluids from diffuse panbronchiolitis (DPB) patients, increased neutrophils alone are observed without any increases in eosinophils or mononuclear cells.